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NOTICE. 


The Prize Essays on the Post Biblical History of the Jews, and also on 
Isaiah, were yesterday placed in the hands of the Adjudicators. Due 
notice will be given of the Award.—January 3rd, 1850. 


> 
THE REGENERATION OF ISRAEL. 


A Sermon for the Feast of Passover. 
By rue Rev. Dr. S. M. Scuit,tcer-Szinessy. 


(Ezextec xxxvir. 1—14.) 


HEAVENLY FATHER, on this day, the day of the redemption of our 
fathers from Egyptian bondage, may every soul, every mind, every 
spirit raise unto Thee a heart-felt hallelujah Amen. 

Hallelujah! sing praises to the Father on high! Hallelujah! give 
glory to the Ruler Almighty! Hallelujah! let it resound to the God of 
love! Hallelujah! a thousandfold hallelujah to our Deliverer and 
Redeemer! How gladly does every Jewish heart, on the morning of 
this feast, utter a hallelujah to Him! How does every soul inspired by 
justice and freedom praise and thank Him—praise and thank Him for 
the redemption of Israel—for the regeneration of the world! To-day 

it is 3163 years since a barbarous horde—long estranged from the 
virtues of their great ancestors by the oppression of tyrannical rulers— 
went forth at the command of God from the house of bondage, where 
every better feeling was stifled, in order to receive a religion, at which, 
as ata fountain, every-soul thirsting for truth refreshes itself, and to 
which all mankind owe a twofold happiness—that which is here, and 
that wich is above. Thither, to Sinai, does the Deliverer and Redeemer 
guide His people, and there does He bestow more than man can give or 
take; there does He confer upon them a religion, the richest in precepts 
of wisdom and virtue, that they might diffuse it throughout the world, 
so that all the children of the earth might be saved by it. And on the 
day, my brethren, when Israel was redeemed, the whole world was 
blessed ; and that day is now. Shall we not then be joyful? There- 
fore, Hallelujah! sing praises to the Father on high! Hallelujah! 
give glory to the Ruler Almighty! Hallelujah! let it resound to the 
God of love! Hallelujah, a thousandfold hallelujah, to our Deliverer 
and Redeemer ! 

But how does it come to pass, Israel, that thou art not joyful? How 
is it that thy heart does not burst into gladness ? Dost thou no longer 
know the “ hallelujah” of inmost feeling ? Dost thou no longer under- 
stand the glorious words “ Redemption,” “ Regeneration” ? Thou 
sayest, “‘ I should give thanks to God for my deliverance from Egvpt, 
and in most lands I am to this day in chains ; I should praise the Lord 
for my redemption from bondage, and in most lands I am to this day in 
bondage; I should joyfally raise a ‘hallelujah’ for my regeneration, and 
m most lands my hopes even now are withered.” Yet, Israel, thou 
shouldest give thanks to God for thy deliverance, shouldest praise Him 
for thy redemption, shouldest joyfully raise a “ hallelujah” for thy 
regeneration ; for this is the greatness of thy life, that, steadfastly 
trusting in God, thou never conldest yield to despair; this is the high 

iny bestowed upon thee in preference to all nations, that in the most 
fearful storm, under the scorching rays of the sun, thou shouldest be 
upheld by one thought: “ God will never forsake me.” And truly, my 
People, thy hope has never deceived thee; He cannot, He will not for- 
sake thee! For He, *‘ thy stronghold, does not lie, does not gainsay”’* 
what He hath said, and He foretold that great troubles should over- 


 Paraphrase of Psalin cl. 5. 1 Sam. xy. 29, 
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shadow thee for His holy name's sake;’ but also, that great joys would 
be thy portion.* Hark! dost thou not hear the voice of thy God- 
inspired prophets, which exhorts thee to courage and comfort, and yet 
canst thou be of fearful heart ? Dost thou not see the glorious pictures 
with which they adorn thy futurity, and canst thou still despair? O 
they speak to thee in words such as can only flow from God, the source 
of eternal love; they paint thy futurity in colours such as God, the 
highest Master, alone can enchant the eye with; they, the holy messen- 
gers of the holy truth, prophesy thy redemption, thy regeneration. And 
whilst they are depicting thy redemption, and whilst thou art glancing 
into the mirror of the times, and whilst thou art comparing the signs of 
the present age with the signs of the sacred future, behold, the time of 
thy redemption and the epoch wherein thou livest are almost the same. 
There, in the prophetic vision, are the characteristics: ossification, tumult, 
union, and spirit ; and here, in the signs of the present time, are nearly 
the same features: ossification, tumult, and union. 

Come then, my people, and by the guidance of one of our greatest 
seers, let us examine the tokens of the regeneration of Israel; let us 
know whether our time 1s the time of this regeneration.‘ 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE EAST. 
(Translated from the “ Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums.”) 


By MicuHAg.is SiLBERSTEIN. 
No. III. 


The latest traces of the existence of the Ten Tribes (continued). 


About fifty years ago there lived a Jew at Calcutta, in the East 
Indies, who had in his youth immigrated thither from Bagdad, who got 
his living penuriously, by peddling. He once made up his mind to 
seek his fortune in a far distant country; he thereupon set out, with a 
quantity of different goods, and travelled towards the East, to the realm 
of Burman (Birma), and intended to go as far as Ava. He made his 
journey by land, in order to be able to dispose of his goods among the 
Hindostanees. After some months he came to a large city, not far from 
the Birminian frontiers, where the admission of strangers was not per- 
mited—they being compelled to expose their goods for sale without 
the gates, where the inhabitants came out from the city to purchase 
of them. He now exposed his wares, and many of the inhabitants— 
who seemed to be a mixture of Hindostanees and Birmans—came and 
bought many things of him. But it soon came to strife and blows, 
because one of the buyers took something from him by force, whereupon 
this stranger gave the party so severe a blow, that he fell down dead. 
Upon this he was bound and brought into the city, to a large open 
square, by the side of a spacious building, for the purpose of being 
beheaded. He was undressed, and the executioner was already at his 
side with a drawn sword, waiting for the signal from the ot, who 
stood in the niche of a window. On a sudden the regent exclaimed, in 
a terrified voice, ‘‘ Touch him not! Set him free, and mind that he 
leaves our country contentedly.” He was then dressed, and his depar- 
ture from the city was granted him; but he, delighted at his sudden 
deliverance, asked courageously to be iatroduced to the king, in order 
to speak to him, His request was complied with. He was taken to 
the regal residence, and the regent, a venerable old man, came forth to 
meet him in a friendly and respectful manner, and asked him: to sit 
down at his side. The other humbly requested to be made acquainted 
with the reason of so sudden a pardon. “ Yes, my son, replied the 
prince, “ I must relate to you astrange tale. Know that this my realm 
has for a long period of time been subject to a mighty but unknown 
king. Every three years giant-like persons come here, as his deputies, 
tribute for him. But, twenty-five years ago, my coya~ 


Isaiah 10. Ibid. li. 9—15. 
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sellors made up their minds to refuse the great tax, and in future to 
send his messengers back without it. Thus it happened that we told 
them we were tired of that old custom, and would from thenceforward 
pay no more tribute. They listened to our resolve, and went away; and 
we considered the matter as settled. After the expiration of five 
mouths, I heard that enormous forces of giant-like men were approach- 
ing our country, and soon began to apprehend that they must be from 
that powerful king against whom we had so foolishly revolted. And so 
it turned out. The army drew nearer and nearer, and soon encamped 
before our capital, and it would have been easy for them to have 
destroyed us all. As defence would have been temerity, I resolved by 
a quick submission to save myself and my people. I and my chiefs 
went forth to meet them; and wrapped in sackcloth, and with ropes 
tied round our heads, we fell down before the feet of the prince, im- 
plored his forbearance, and made oath to pay our tribute punctually for 
the future. Powerful as were these men, they were also merciful and 
noble. Moved by our submission, they assured us of their mercy; bet 
as a punishment for our fault, and because the army had been obliged 
to undertake so cumbersome an expedition, the taxes were raised to 
double the sum, They withdrew, and even to this day we willingly pay 
the great tribute. When vou, my son, were undressed, | observed over 
your shirt an apparel with many thin fringes (M’S°S), which we also 
obse:ved on the mighty lords of the king, though larger, and on the 
upper part of their dresses ; and thus I thought that you also, although 
of a smaller stature, belonged to that people and to that great king. 
Out of fear that, if they should hear we had killed one of their brethren, 
they might again march against us, and perhaps have no more compas- 
sion on us, | commanded my guards not to touch you.” Upon this he 
made him presents, and he was conducted out of the town after the 
goods which had been taken from him had been restored. 

This wonderful tale I learnt from an old and credible gentleman here 
in Jerusalem, who had been on a mission to Calcutta, and who had 
spoken to his wonderfully-preserved co-religionist himself, who again 
returned to Calcutta. This tale harmonises also with the former. 

About nineteen years ago, a messenger of the Jewish congregation of 
Safed was commissioned to go to Yemen, in order to make the usual 
collections for the poor of Palestine. He stayed for some time at Zanaa, 
and observed a man of distinction in the synagogue of that place. He 
made inquiries about him, and received for answer, that he had arrived 
there a few days before, and was nominally of the tribe of Dan. The 
messenger upon this sent to the Dania most polite request, either to 
have permission to come and see him, or that he should honour him 
with a visit. ‘The latter happened, and the next day saw him in the 
messenger’s dwelling. He was a gorgeous man, of a robust stature, 
with beautiful fiery eyes, a great beard, and with long black curls hang- 
ing down his neck. 


STATISTICS OF THE JEWS IN HUNGARY. 
Tue whole Austrian empire contains 729,000 Jewish souls ; of which 
number there are 328,000 in Gallicia, above a quarter of a million in 
Hungary, and the remainder in the other Austrian provinces. In recent 
times, Hungary (separated from those parts which formerly belonged to 
her, as Croatia, Slavonia, the military border, the banate of Temeswar, 
and Transylvania) has been divided into five districts, in which the 
Jewish population is distributed as follows :— 


Presburg district - - - 62,779 
2. Kalisch district - - - - 60,217 
3. Pesth district - - - - 309,722 
4. Oedenburgh district - - - 64,679 
5. Groswardein district — - - - 39,241 


The Banate of Temeswar numbers 12,681, and Transylvania 7,000 
Jewish souls; the last number equalling the Jewish population of 
Lombardy and Venice. 

In general we may calculate that there is one Jew in fifty of the 
Hungarian population, although the Jewish population is not equally 
distributed there, and in many localities a very different proportion 
night be found. In consequence of the late unhappy events, the Jewish 
population has, like that of Hungary altogether, considerably diminished. 

Of the Jewish Honveds ( Defenders of the Fatherland) whose number 
we may fairly calculate at two hundred thousand, many perished on 
the battle-field, others -have emigrated, and a large number have 
been incorporated with the Austrian army, a small portion only having 
succeeded in returning to their former occupations. But there is another 
reason why the Jewish population of Hungary is not likely to augment 
as heretofore. Formerly Gallicia, besides Bohemia and Moravia — 
whence the Jews were compelled to emigrate on account of political op- 
pression — sent a numerous contingent to the Jewish population in 
Hungary. Since, however, the former in recent times have obtained 
privileges equal to, if not more exclusive than, those of their Hungarian 
brethren, it is most probable that the emigration will cease. 

in the kingdom of Hungary, as well as in the above-mentioned 
countries formerly belonging thereto, there are 400 congregations, great 
and small, most of whom, though not all, have Rabbies; and on the 
average we may reckon one Rabbi to 600 souls, whilst in the Roman 
a population we can only calculate one spiritual guide for 9422 

The most eminent Jewish congregation—i.e., which numbers the 
largest Jewish population and the wealthiest capitalists —is indisputably 
that of Pesth, which has 15,000 souls, and constitutes nearly a fourth 
~*~ the general population of the city. 

‘enna only numbers 10,000 Jewish souls. 


Pesth ought and might precede Hungarian Judaism with an exap le 
and pattern, on account of the gigantic means that this congregatig, 
might be enabled to bring to bear ; that this, however, is not the ¢age 
must be attributed to the indifference about everything Jewish. | have 
read in the Jewish Chronicle a very sad account respecting the Jewish 
community in Paris, and I am grieved to say that Paris does not Stand 
alone in that position. In confirmation of this truth 1 may mention the 
following two facts :— 

First, that the congregation of Pesth as yet does not possess a single 
synagogue of their own, but perform Divine service in two hired build. 
ings, which are very scantily visited, whilst the wealthy member, 
possess the most magnificent houses and mansions. We are reminded 
here of the passage in Scripture (48 48 °F), Aw yy 
myyy nan dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord remainecth under curtains’ (1 Chron, xvii, 1). 
In the smallest congregations of Hungary the circumstances are quite 
the reverse. 

Secondly, nothing is done towards elevating Judaism, or towards dig. 
seminating Jewish science and literature. I could not, for instance, 
meet there with a single copy of the Orient, the only journal which 
yowerfully supports Jewish science, and elevates its character. 

Judaism in Pesth makes itself manifest by no other display than now 
and then in a pretty modernised AW (lecture) by the learned! ]. 
Schwab. [t is now three years since the community of Pesth divided 
itself into two parties, and a Reform Association was originated. But 
this can by no means be compared with that of Berlin; there being in 
the latter place men of science, who placed themselves at the head, and 
who were at all events capable of giving the affair the appearance of a 
position, whilst in Pesth the Reform originated with quite ignorant lay- 
men, and is not able to produce one single spiritual celebrity. It lacks 
all invigorating power from without, and all means of cementing its 
union within. ‘This association recently passed a resolution for the 
election of a certain spiritual head, of whom a Mn (Rabbinical 
diploma) was required, although all Talmudical and traditional doctrines 
—nay, even the Sabbath and circumcision—were pronounced by him as 
not obligatory. Their former spiritual guide, Eimhorn, who called the 
Reform into existence, was banished from the country on account of 
his participation in the last Hungarian revolution, and is at present in 
some place between Berlin and Leipzig. 

Report says, that the old congregation is at present occupied with the 
plan of establishing a new cultus tempel, and perhaps to introduce an 
organ into the service, in order to induce the reform congregation to 
take part in the erection of the new temple, if not to restore them to 
the bosom of the old synagogue. But Dr. Schwab completely excom- 
muniecated the reform commuuity at the outset, and declared them 
without the pale of Judaism. Can so public an act be recalled? That is 
the question. Besides, there is a large portion of the congregation 
devoted to old orthodoxy, who are sure to oppose every obstacle to the 
contemplated reforms, and especially to the introduction of an organ. 

Stuhlweissenburg (Alba), Hungary. M. Zipser. 


THE JEWS AND THE INQUISITION IN CASTILE AND 
ARRAGON. 
By M. Rossreuw Sr. 
Translated from the ** Univers Israélite.” 
(Continued from page 213.) 

We will now adduce some of the charges which were held sufficient 
to form an accusation; and we shall see on what a slight tenure—before 
judges predetermined to find them guilty—hung the fortune and life of 
the accused. 

‘‘ Information [of suspected persons] before the tribunal of the Holy 
Office is, for all good Christians, not only a right thing, but a good 
work and an imperious duty. Every converted Jew ought to be 
denounced each time that he observes the Sabbath [of his people]. It 
is to be considered as a proof against him if he wear white linen on that 
day, or if he abstain from making a fire on the preceding evening, or if 
he eat flesh at Easter or on fast days; if he observe the fasts prescrib 
by the law of Moses; if he eat at the same table with unconverted 
Jews, or circum-ise his children, or give them a Hebrew name [we 
may remark, that a law of Enriquez II. defended them from giving 
their children names of Christians]; if he wash a corpse with warm 
water, or turn the face to the wall ;” with many others. 

Before a tribunal where all was held to be crime, the accused had 
little chance of escape ; and the Holy Office, impatient to signalise thei 
zeal, soon condemned to the flames six persons—a sentence which was 
executed for the first time on the sixth of January, 1481. 

From this day the executioners were no more suffered to remain 
unemployed; and by the fourth of November, in the same year, 298 
persons had perished upon the Quemadro of Seville, an immense scaffol 
of stone erected in one of the suburbs, and having the statues of four 
prophets in the four angles. It is to be remarked, that the sword 
the church did not fall so much upon those who were poor as on those 
persons of an elevated condition; and the richer the accused, the more 
easily was his guilt proven. ‘The pestilence, which in this year cart! 
off in Seville 1,500 inhabitants, was not suffered to suspend the work of 
the pious tribunal, which was only by it deprived of some victims, a? 
which added its own barbarities to the vengeance of offended Fleaven. 
The terrified Jews fled from Spain in masses to France and Portugal, 
and even to Africa. It is estimated that 2,000 victims perished at the 


' Als Talmudist wie als Gelehrter in Profanwissenschaften ausgezeichneter Oberrab- 
biner in Buda-Pesth, 
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etake this year in Andalusia; a much greater number were burnt in 
efigy ; and 7000 were reconciled, that is to say, they escaped with their 
lives, but at the price of complete civil incapacity, and sometimes the 
loss of all their goods, and even of their libertv. Some Jews, in their 
despair, went to Rome, and cast themselves at the feet of the Pope. 
Sixtus [V., knowing the abuse which the inquisitors made of their 

ower, for form's sake complained of the excess of their zeal; but this 
did not prevent his increasing, in the following month, the number of 
jpquisitors in the Peninsula. At the same time, the court of Rome 
sold for a sum of money, to those who had been contumacious, an abso- 
lution, which was afterwards revoked at the prayer of the lay authorities. 
The Jews, relying on this protection, presented themselves before their 
judges, who regarded as nothing the absolution of the holy father; and 
so Rome preserved her money, and the Inquisition its victims. 

But when the tribunal had been instituted, it was still necessary to 
find a man who would personify it, and who would be, as it were, iden- 
tified with the institution itself. Such a man was found in Thomas de 
Torquemada ; and that his office might be designated by his title, he 
was named by the holy father Inquisitor-General of Castile. Having 
been invested by the papal ordonnance with the necessary powers, he 
immediately created a number of inferior tribunals, in the same manner 
as that of Seville, and conferred upon them all similar constitutions. 
The king, in pursuance of his design of filling his treasury— and the 
clergy, in pursuance of their views for the advancement of religion, and 
perhaps terrified at the terrible power of the grand inquisitor—believed 
it necessary to create on their side a ‘‘ Royal Council! of Inquisition.” 
The inquisitor-general was nominated as president of right, with the pos- 
session of the power of definitive decision in all ecclesiastical matters ; 
though the councillors, many of whom belonged to the clergy, had no 
voice except in civil causes ; and numerous collisions soon took place 
between the two powers (the lay and ihe clerical), both being equally 
eager for the spoliation of their victims. But, as we should be prepared 
to expect, the royal authority was compelled to give way in the struggle, 
and the ordinary tribunals pleaded before that ‘* which was as much 
elevated above all others as the throne of God is superior to every 
earthly throne; and the authority of the crown was thus set at nought, 
nor did it gain any increase of revenue. 

We will now give a short analysis of the constitution of the Holy 

Office, which will in some measure give our readers an idea of its ter- 
rific power. We shall see the despotism, evinced already in its procia- 
mations to political offenders, assume a still more menacing aspect 
towards those who were to become its victims in the name of religion. 
In every church a proclamation was affixed against those heretics or 
apostates who had not surrendered themselves during the thirty days 
named by the tribunal for that purpose, and against every person who 
should oppose the execution of the decrees of the Holy Office. ‘The cri- 
minal, in case of a voluntary confession, escaped the confiscation of his 
property, but at the price of a heavy fine; and absolution was then publicly 
accorded to him; though even then he was for ever to be deprived of 
every civil office, and was interdicted from the use of gold, silver, silk, 
and fine linen, and was for the rest of his life to wear upon his clothes 
two large red crosses, the one between his shoulders, the other on his 
breast. The court of Rome opened to itself by these means a new 
source of revenue, and sold to the condemned at a large price the per- 
mission to dispense with these badges. | 


(To be continued.) 


THE GREAT EXHIBITION. 

_ Iv appears that all holders of season tickets to the Great Exhibition 
in Hyde Park, in addition to producing their tickeis, will be required 
to write their names in a book provided for the purpose. This regu- 
lation will preclude. our conscientious brethren who have purchased 
season tickets from availing themselves of the privilege of entrée on 
Saturdays. Mr. M.S. Oppenheim, the secretary of the Jews’ and 
General Literary and Scientific Institution, Leadenhall-street, addressed 
a letter on this subject to the Commissioners, requesting some modi- 
Aeation of this arrangement, but without effect, as will be seen from the 
following letter in reply to his application :— 


Kehibition Building, yde Park, April 22nd, 1851. 
-Sir,—I am desired by Her Majesty’s Commissioners for the Exhibi- 
tion of 1851, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday on 
the subject of the regulations adopted by them in respect to the holders 
of season tickets as applicable to the members of the Jewish community ; 
and I am to inform you, that they regret that they do not feel that they 
could With propriety authorise a departure in any individual instance 
‘rom a rule to which all parties will be alike subjected, and which they 
conceive to be essentially necessary in order to prevent fraud. 

Ihave the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
EpGarR A, BowRIna, 

Th Assistant Sec. 
UPPENHEIM, Esq., Sussex Hall, Leadenhall-street. 


\ 


ae Great Exnrsrrion.—We hear that there is another piece of 
sedi Work by a gentleman of our faith for which a space has been 
ake in the great Exhibition of 1851. It is a chased silver DY, 
wel, wy spice-box, such as is used by Jewish families on the depar- 
paring > Sabbath. The whole of it is made of filigree-work, of 
ir ber © design, somewhat after the form of a Chinese pagoda, standing 
tiger sre high. It consists of three compartments for the recep- 

© various species of spices, and is surrounded at the summit 


with flags of choice design, The base is formed of windows of antique 
shape, as likewise the door in the centre to adinit the spices, and the 
whole is fastened together by means of thirty-seven invisible screws. 


HEBREW LINES, 

By the Rev. D. Meldola, Chief Rabbi of the Spanish and Portuguese Con- 

gregation, chanted by the Choir, on Sunday, the 13th instant, in the 

Sephardim Synagogue, on occasion of the presentation of a ANH. Dd 

(Scroll of the Law), by D. A. Lindo, Esq. The Paraphrase by John 
Dias, Esq. 
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TRANSLATION, 


To Him who sits on heaven's high throne, 
Approach with shouts of joy and praise, 
His glorious wonders let us own, 
While sounds of thanks compose our lays. 


His honour’d Law this day and hour 
Displays the glory of His will ; 
His people's eves behold its power, 
The cov'nant of His mem'ry still. 


This day in beauteous splendour brought, 
And placed within its holy shrine, 

The “ Sacred Book” in grandeur wrought, 
With tenfold sanctity divine. 


In beauty clad, its rays to shine 
On those who seek its splendour bright, 
And would its precepts thence entwine, 
And hail its all-instructive light. 


O Ynou, Almighty! deign to pour 
On Davin's offering Thy reward, 
As erst Thou didst in days of yore 
On him who sung in Thy regard. 
But they alone this truth shall know, 
Who walk within Thy law’s decree, 
That power and strength which from it flow 
On those who place their trust in Thee. 


Let us entreat Thy face on high, 
That we, Thy people, may behold 


head of the poll a Guardian for the Parish of Portsmouth, and on 
Wednesday, the 6th, unanimously re-elected Vice-Chairman of the 
Board of Guardians, with I. F. Pratt, Esq., J.P., Chairman, The 
workhouse of the Portsea Island Union is one of the largest houses in 
the south of England, and built to contain 1,250 inmates; the popula- 
tion is 60,000, and the expenditure for the last year for the union was 
£32,000. 


Respect the faith of your neighbour, that he may also respeet your 
convictions. Our law commands us to obey its religious injunctions, 
but at the same time prohibits us from deriding the faith of others, 
when it has a Divine foundation. — Josephus, Second Letter to Apputn. 
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| Thy light and strength beyond the sky, 
" When Zion shall Thy law unfold. 
PortsEA IstAnp Unxron.—On the 15th instant, Mr. David Levy, 
one of the Councillors of the Ward of St. Thomas, was returned at the 
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The Fewish Chronicle. 


Friday, April 25, 5611—1851. 


*.* Correspondents are respectfully informed, that no notice can be taken 
of Communications unless they be PRIVATELY authenticated. 


BIBLICAL CONTRADICTIONS RECONCILED. 
From the Conciliator” of Manasseh Ben Israel. 
TRANSLATED By LE. H. Linpo, Esq. 
(Concluded from page 218.) 


Sth. The learned R. Moses of Gerona understands to mean 
‘sceptre,”’ and establishes the prophecy thus: “ The sceptre shall not 
be taken away from Judah, nor a scribe from between his feet, until 
his son comes ;” that is, the Messiah: that is, at whatever period Israel 
should have a king, he should always be of the tribe and lineage of 
Judah ; so that the patriarch did not prophesy that they would always 
have, but when they should have one, he would be of the house of, and 
descended from, Judah; and once having it, the sceptre should not be 
taken from him—that is, to be given to another ; as R. Judah bar Besalel 
very properly argues, ‘“ A sceptre cannot be said to be taken away from 
a king until it is given to another. As to congregating the people at 
that period, not only Israel, but all the nations of the earth, shall be 
tributary to and obey him.’’ Or if translated by ‘ breaking up of the 
people,’ it means that all people shall be broken to pieces by him, 

That the Lord promised that the kingdom should ever remain with 
Judah is proved by the verse which says, ‘‘ The Lord God of Israel 
gave the kingdom over Israel to David for ever, to him and to his sons” 
(2 Chron. xiii.5); for which reason R. Solomon Alcabes observes, that 
as Israel asked for a king before the proper time, he gave them one— 
Saul—from another tribe, whose reign soon ended; and of whom Hosea 
said, “‘ They have set up kings, but not by me” (Hos. viii. 4), because 
the Divine gift was only conceded to Judah. The Asmoneans, who 
wanted to usurp a kingdom they had no right to, were slain, and deprived 
of it by their enemies. KR. Obadiah Sphorno is of the same opinion, 
alleging that what the Lord promised of David, saying, ‘‘ My mercy 
shall not depart from him as [ took .it from Saul” (2 Sam. vii. 15), 
means, that he would not deprive him of it to give it to another, as he 
had taken it from Saul to give to him. 

6th. R. Bechayai considers Shiloh to mean Moses; for Moses and 
Shiloh are numerically both 345; he therefore says, that Jacob herein 
prophesied the approaching redemption from Egypt: it would then 
read, “ The wand (of command) shall not be taken from Judah until 
Shiloh (that is, Moses) comes,” then will it be taken away from Judah 
and given to Moses (who was of the tribe of Levi); and thus it is said, 
** And he was king in Jeshurun” (Deut. xxxii. 5). It is also predicted 
that he should “ gather the people,” as the same verse in Deuteronomy 
says, ‘when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were 
gathered together ;’’ besides, it was most likely that the patriarch would 
say something relative to his children’s redemption from [gypt. 

7th. The same author also gives another interpretation to the text, 
the translation of which would be, “* The sceptre shall not be withdrawn 
until Shiloh (’s sun) sets;” that is, until the tabernacle of Shiloh should 
be rejected: and it occurred so; for no sooner was that the case, than 
the prophet Samuel anointed David as king; and the Psalmist testifies 
it in saying, “ He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he 
placed among men: moreover he refused the tabernacle of Joseph, and 
chose not the tribe of Ephraim; but chose the tribe of Judah, the 
Mount Zion which he loved ;” ‘ He chose David also his servant” (Ps. 
Ixxvili. 60, and so on). We here see that as soon as Shiloh was for- 
saken, David was elected, and anointed as king, 

Sth. R. Joel ben Soeb understands this DIY’ to be “ the rod of chas- 
tisement ;”’ and the.text would then be, ** Punishment shall not be with- 
drawn from Judah,” that is, Israel, called D917" (Jews); and “ legislators 
from between his feet” means, the never-ceasing oppression towards 
them of those who rule by statutes and laws, “ until Shiloh come,” that 
is, the Messiah; and him all people will obey, for he will have the 
empire of the world. 

Don Isaac Abarbanel, in his commentary on Samuel, holds the same 
opinion, with this difference, that “legislator from between his feet” 
implies, that although punishment will not be withdrawn, they will not 
forget the law on that account, but shall have legislators between their 
feet, or near them; as the Psalmist, treating on the persecutions of 
Israel, says, “ All this is come upon us, yet have we not forgotten thee, 
neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant” (Ps. xliv. 18). And there 
is no ground for the opposition offered to this opinion in saying, that in 
a blessing Jacob would not have prognosticated evil; for, being a 
prophet, his duty would require his declaring both good and evil, as we 
see he said of Simeon and Levi, ‘‘ Cursed be their anger, for it was 
fierce’? (Gen xlix.7); but, nevertheless, he prophesied comfort to these 
also, and animated all his children to bear their sufferings patiently, 
as they would not be everlasting, but only until the coming of the 
Messiah, when dominion would belong to them, and all nations would 


obey them, including those which had oppressed them. This version 
also coincides. 


Yth. R. Hezekiah understands Shiloh to mean Ahijah the Shilonite, | 


and lays it down thus: “The wand (or staff of command) shall not be 
withdrawn from Judah, nor a legislator from beneath his feet, until 
Shiloh comes :’ this happened in the case of Ahijah, who tore Jeroboam’s 
garment into twelve pieces, for then the absolute command of the whole 


| 


000 
was taken away from Judah, and the kingdom was divided; which tho 
holy history states occurred in the time of Jeroboam, as well as « the 
gathering of the people,”’ for all but the tribes of Judah and Benjamin 
flocked to him (see 1 Kings xi. 29—31; xii. 20). 

10th. Don Isaac Abarbanel, availing himself of the text of our ga 
explains it thus: Dt? means some command or jurisdiction, however 
small it may be; and this is what the prophecy of the patriarch refer, 
to, for Judah was always the headmost of his brothers—in the Selling of 
Joseph he said, “ What profit is it if we slay our brother ?” and was 
obeved—he begged Jacob to send Benjamin with him, which he diq 
although he had refused the same request to Reuben—he it was who 
addressed Joseph in behalf of all: and this tribe had always the fore. 
most place—his banner ever led the van—at the dedication of the altar, 
Nachshon’s, of the tribe of Judah, was the first offering—in the war, op 
the death of Joshua, Judah advanced the first, and directed it—in the 
division of the Holy Land, Judah was first apportioned—when Say} 
numbered the people, Judah was numbered separately as a mark of 
dignity ; and although Saul was king, Judah had always a pre-eminenge 
over the other tribes, and much more so at the time of king David 
when the people divided, Judah remained with the house of David ; ang 
even after Judah was carried captive to Babylon, they always had 
head and prince of the seed of David; so in the time of the Asmo. 
neans, as Josephus relates, the head of the j}/0773D, or senate, was 
always a chief of the house of Judah; and the same in the latter cap- 
tivity in Spain and France, the heads of Israel have ever been of the 
house and seed of David, as, according to R. Isaac ben Guiat (the Abar- 
banels were), who says, that on the destruction of the second temple 
two families of that lineage went into those parts, one named Bené 
David, and the other the Abarbanels, so that in this sense the prophecy 
of the patriarch is confirmed. 

To this may be added what R. Isaac Arama adduces to this purpose: 
which is, that R. Benjamin of Tudela asserts, in his travels, that at 
Bagdad he saw a great number of Israelites, and that at a certain time 
they made a procession with a prince they had among them of the house 
of David, proclaiming before him, ‘ Make place for the son of David!" 
Don Isaac Abarbanel, on the 12th chapter of Zechariah, refers to the 
assertion of Aben Ezra, that in his time there was in the said city of 
Bagdad a lineage of the house of David. 

In ** Shebeth Judah” it is related, that in Persia great honours were 
paid to the princes of the house of David; to which also R. Guedaliah 
Yahia refers in his ‘‘ Shalshelet a Cabala ;’’ and it may yet be that it is 
done to the present day in places unknown to us. 

Aecording to this exposition, the Scripture saying 3 JY‘ until when,” 
is not for a limited period; that is, that this species of command should 
last until the Messiah cemes, and no longer, as the phrase 1) is of an 


affirming, or more forcible addition, to what it refers to, as WDD? Sin sy 


‘until he left numbering” (Gen. xli, 49), and unto the 
heart of heaven” (Deut. iv. 11); so that to strengthen the prophecy it 
says, this dominion will last until the advent of the Messiah. And thus 
we see to the present day, in many places where the Jews have any 
jurisdiction, those of Judah are the chief; and which dominion, although 
small, will continue until the Messiah comes, when it will be great, for 
all people will obey him. 

It may also be said, that in this the patriarch prophesied that although 
the Ten Tribes would be captives to the king of Assyria, and carried 
by him to countries unknown to us, the tribe of Judah should never be 
withdrawn (that is, lest sight of), nor taken from human communication, 
and wherever they might be would always have legislators at their feet, 
that is, sages that should instruct them; the verse would then run thus, 
“ And the tribe (or identity) shall not be withdrawn from Judah, nor 
legislators from.between their feet, until Shiloh come, and to him will 
be the gathering of the people.” 

Or it may be said, that in the same manner as the Lord promises in 
various places to David that he should possess the kingdom for ever, 
and yet we sce that at present he has it not (as all the promises of God 
are conditional), so was this to Jacob, and for the sins of Israel the 
kingdom is lost to them; but they will again possess it, either by 
returning to God, and crying with all their heart to him, as they did ia 
the L:gyptian captivity, or the Lord will do it as He promised through 
his prophets for his holy name’s sake. 

In either way the contradiction is reconciled, for the patriarch did not 
prophesy that there should always be a king, for we see he was carti 
into captivity ; but it is to be understood (as shewn) demonstrating the 
different meanings which the words of this verse admit of, and from 
which arises the ambiguity attached to it, and the various interpretations 
given to it. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 
Sir,—Circumstances have caused me to reflect with much pain on 
the present degraded and miserable condition of our suffering poor; SY 
fering in a two-fold sense, bowed down with woridly care and anxiety: 
and suffering from that most withering of all misfortunes, the mist 0 
ignorance. From your most valued journal, I learn that much 1s done 
for the moral and intellectual benefit of our poor unenlightened brethren; 
but much more might be done. It is true we have sermons on Sabbaths 
at some of the synagogues; true, you have Friday evening lectures at 
Sussex Hall; and have not the poor nobly responded to your call ? 
But still, I say, enough has not been done. Are there not thousaD 


totally ignorant of the glorious calling of Israel, and of the still more 
glorious future promised by our prophets of old? To these our pastors 
our more fortunate brethren, our dear sisters in faith, should 
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their energies ; the way is clear before them; let them SEEK those that 
are in ignorance, go to their homes, and tell them what is truth. No 
eloquence is needed; the prophets speak for us. Let them take the 
Rible for their companion, and from its glorious pages show them they 
are not despised, rejected of God; show them what the Lord says, 
Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement ? and to which of 
your creditors have I sold you?” This it is clearly our duty to do. 
Man cannot seek for instruction till he knows the necessity of it: give 
him but one draught at the fountain of truth, and see how greedily he 
will seek for more. We are told, “ Shut not your heart against your 
poor brother.” Is it sufficient to relieve his temporal wants? No; the 
man who does so but half fulfils his duty. Israel, it is you alone that 
are to blame if your sons forsake the faith of their fathers; you are 
asleep while your fellow-men are up and doing. Rabbies, do you seek 
the homes of the ignorant ? do you explain to them the laws and the 
prophets? If you have done so, you have done your duty. “ Call 
upon me with your whole heart, saith the Lord, and { will yet have 
mercy upon you.” Tsay, you do not call upon him in truth and sincerity 
until you have made his word known to every Jewish soul. 

To my dear sisters in faith I would make one parting request, to 
think of what I have said. If I may judge of their hearts by my own, 
how often must they have ached when contemplating the poor suffering 
Jew, the degraded being that years of oppression have made him, Go 
to their homes, again I say, give them hope, tell them truths, and 
Israel’s God will bless your endeavours. 

I have but one excuse for trespassing so long on your patience—I 
love the religion of my ancestors, and am 


are placed. I trust that this epistle will be considered by you to be of 
sufficient importance to have a place in your valuable Chronicle; and 
allow me subscribe myself, Yours most obediently, 
MowracueE Levy, 
President of the Sydney Jewish Orphan Society. 
Sydney, New South Wales, Nov. 26, 1850. 


— 


THE GREAT EXHIBITION. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—I am gratified to inform you that our co-religionist, Mr. Lewis 
Sternberg, of Brussels, has sent two very beautifully-toned three-string 
pianos, on a new construction, for the Exhibition of 1851. Mr. 8. 
gained the first gold-medal prize at the Brussels Exposition of 1841. 
Hlis instruments are well known in all parts of the Continent, and espe- 
cially in England, amongst the nobility. The late lamented Baroness 
Rothschild had one sent to Gunnersbury Park ; also Lady Hood, Lady 
Ashley, and many others. 

Knowing your wish at all times to give publicity to any merit due to 
our brethren, whether British or foreign, I doubt not but you will be 
kind enough to insert this in your valuable journal, 


Yours respectfully, 
April 14th, 1851. N. H. S. 


For he that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye.—Zechariah ii. 8. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Bangor, April 9. A Moruenr In ISRAEL. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—As a letter in a late number of the Chronicle, by a Me. N. HI. 
‘Salomon, is calculated to throw some discredit on the committee of the 
Western Synagogue, St. Alban’s-place, I beg to inform you that the 
members of that committee did not (as N. H.S. states) elect themselves, 
but were chosen at a full meeting convened for that purpose. 

At the same time, I think it due to Mr. B. Woolf, of the Quadrant, 
Regent-street, and Mr. H. L. Keeling, of Albany-gate, Regent’s-park 
(the wardens of the synagogue), to state that they have been unremitting 
and amongst the foremost in their exertions to extricate the Western 
Synagogue from its late difficulties, and place it on its present firm 
basis. N. H.S. has likewise shown (to say the least of it) an evident 
want of courtesy in not awarding the equally well-merited commenda- 
tion to Mrs. B. Woolf, who, conjointly with Mrs. Samuel Solomon, 
exerted herself to raise the subscription for the A375. 

Yhy N. H.S. should have withheld thsse facts from the public is 
perhaps best known to himself. 

Having no doubt that, in accordance with your acknowledged impar- 
tiality, you will afford a corner in your valuable paper for these few 
lines, I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

Amicus VERITATIS. 


THE UNION AT MANCHESTER. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—Having read with pleasure of the amalgamation which has taken 
place here of the two congregations, I beg to point out an omission on 
the part of your correspondent, where he attaches all the praise to 
P, Lucas, Esq., for having exerted himself to bring about the amalga- 
mation, at the same time forgetting that worthy man, David Hesse, Esq., 
who took an equal part in the laudable object. Without in the least 
detracting from the praiseworthy efforts of Mr. Lucas, I must say, that 
had it not been for the great confidence reposed in Mr. Hesse by the 
members of the New Congregation, the amalgamation would never 
have taken place. Honour be where honour is due. 

I remain, Mr. Editor, yours respectfully, 
Manchester, \hth April, 1851. A SUBSCRIBER. 


Lo the Editor of the Jewish Chroniele. 


Sir,—In reference to the statement in your last number, of the pre- 
sentation of a scroll of the law by D. A. Lindo, Esq., allow me to add, 
that it was presented by that gentleman, with its apurtenances, a costly 
mantle and bells. Mrs. D. A. Lindo’s present was an additional one. 

Yours, etc. 
A CORRESPONDENT. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

Sir,—I have taken the liberty of corresponding with you, principally 
to state that a society has been formed in this metropolis by the junior 
members of our persuasion (consisting of nine in number, and varying 
‘0 ages from seventeen to nineteen), for the protection and support of 
Parentless children thrown on their own resources, and who have no 
other means of maintenance than to be supported by this society. I 
at State, that although this is my first communication with you, I 
pre it will not be depreciated in your estimation; for my principal 
ee in addressing you is to allow our co-religionists in the mother- 
y to learn that a society so much required has been formed in 
matches where our community consists of so few in number, and 
i standing which we have already two orphans, for whom we pay 

‘um of fifteen shillings per week to the person under whom they 


Sir,—It is a fact allowed by all who sit in judgment on humanity, 
that the greatest political crime that has been committed by mankind in 
modern times was the division of Poland. This crime—committed by 
mankind, or rather by those who rule the destinies of nations—not only 
concerns the fifteen millions of Poles who have by it been deprived of 
their freedom and political existence; but it extends to the whole of 
European society, which, it seems, cannot look forward for peace and 
tranquillity ere that crime be expiated. We shall ever have dear pro- 
visions and cheap manufactures, a large number of policemen, and a 
small number of learned individuais; our journals will give frequent 
accounts of the wrecks of emigrant ships, but none of new and useful 
inventions made in Russia. 

‘To one who is not accustomed to look deeply iuto political causes and 
effects, it may, indeed, seem absurd to ascribe such and similar social 
evils to the division of Poland; but any attentive spectator of human 
affairs will no doubt admit the truth of my assertion. Now, does it not 
seem just and right that mankind should put to itself this question : 
‘* Wherefore has the Lord done thus unto this land? What meaneth 
the heat of this great anger?” For surely the world is not yet so much 
infected by the canker of atheism as to attribute to chance an event the 
consequences of which are so universally felt. If, on inquiry, it should 
be found that Poland’s fate was the visitation for a political crime of 
which that nation had rendered itself guilty, then surely it ought to serve 
as a warning to the rest of the nations not to commit a similar offence ; 
and especially, since it is to be expected that the Poles will one day 
regain their political independence, it would be a most important lesson 
for them to guard them against relapsing into the same state. 

But if you ask the Poles themselves, what is the reason that, with all 
the astounding efforts, the gallant bravery, and ardent patriotism em- 
ployed in their cause, they have as yet been unsuccessful in advancing 
their interests ; they will generally answer, ‘ The Jews in our country 
are the cause of all our misfortunes; whenever we rally to make head 
against our enemies, they join our foes, betray to them our secrets, and 
provide them with provisions and other exigencies of war. How is it 
possible to obtain success, if a considerable number of men who live 
among us, instead of embracing our cause as their own, turn against us, 
and increase the number of our adversaries f”’ 

It would be worth while to inquire, whether it be in reality the 
national character of the Jews to become traitors to their country. 
Does the history of the Jews—and, since the Jews are dispersed all 
over the globe, does the history of the world—show that, in cases of 
war, the Jews have always exhibited an inclination to betray their 
country ? 

Looking to antiquity, it certainly appears that avery ancient king of 
a very ancient kingdom, viz., Pharaoh, king of Egypt, harboured the 
same thought; for he said, ‘* Lest it come to pass, that when there 
falletl out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against 
us.” But let us inquire of some of the powerful nations of our own 
times, among whom there live a great number of Jews—for instance, 
England, France, and Germany—let us inquire of them if they are 
afraid of the Jews betraying their country. Surely no one can doubt 
that the question would be treated as an absurdity; and even those 
individuals among the said nations who, from considerations of religion, 
are not very favourably inclined to the Jews, would never think of 
entertaining or expressing such a fear. It seems, then, evident that 
treasonjis not a national feature of the Jewish character, but that the 
politics of a Pharaoh would produce such an inclination as a natural 
consequence. When the Jews in Egypt had increased much in number 
and power, and the king of that country was not very favourably dis- 
posed towards them because their religious views differed from his, that 
race began to be formidable to him, and he thought it advisable to sub- 
ject them to the most cruel oppression, and thus gradually to annihilate 
them, lest they should preserve their love for independence, and, if an 


opportunity offered, attempt to regain it. The consequences of this 
oppression are too well known to need mention here. 
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But these politics of Pharaoh, together with their fatal consequences, 
were so far from serving as a warning example to posterity, that the 
former have been again pursued in later ages by other powerful nations, 
and the latter has again been the sorrowful offspring. Babylon and 
Rome have long ago vanished from the globe; but the small race who 
built the pyramids of Egypt yet exists, as well as those stupendous 
structures. 

In modern times, however, there has not been any nation which has 
followed so faithfully the exainple of Pharavh as that of the Poles. 
There is not a country in Europe where so many Jews live as in Poland, 
and not anywhere have the Jews been so much oppressed, despised, and 
ealumniated, as they have been in that country. Is it surprising, then, 
that the same consequences are seen in Poland ? 

It scems to me that the situation of the Jews in that northern country, 
as it was formerly, when they were in the claws of the one-headed whit 
and as it is now, while ‘1 the claws of the double-headed blacl: eagle, 13 
not sufficiently known among the southern and more civilised nations, 

I remain, Sir, etc., 


London. B. GOLDBERG. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

Les Israclites says, “ A journal which is professedly opposed 
to all that is illiberal should be certain that it is itself free from preju- 
dice, and when it touches on religion shou!d at least be acquainted with 
the subject. What then can be said of the article by M. Eerdan in rela- 
tion to the 60,000 frances demanded by the Minister of Religion for the 
reconstruction of the Grand Synagogue at Paris. M. Erdan thinks it 
wrong that the state should support a religion in which is worshipped 
‘the ass of Balaam and his eloquence.’ This is an attack on the Bible, 
and is common to Christians and Jews. M. Erdan thinks it wrong that 
any religion should be supported; and he says, ‘that the budget of 
some sects is a shame to human nature.’ And this is an injury which 
the synagogue is not alone in protesting against. 

‘No one possessing such ideas as these should write in a republican 
journal; or, at least, he should take care how they are expressed, so 
that the name of the republic be not rendered synonymous with that of 
religious intolerance. ‘These assaults have been quickly answered ; but 
it is not in a journal of which M. Victor Hugo is the patron, and his 
sons the principal editors, that such statements should have been made.” 


4 relive 


Rome.—It was discovered at the recent census that there were 9,000 
Israelites in Rome. 


IsnaAgLitisnu Coronirs.—A great number of the Israelites of Gal- 
licia have united in order to form colonies in Dalmatia and Hungary, 
and the committee which has been formed is in communication with the 
government for authority to found these colonies. 


[IsrAELITISH RePRESENTATION.— Upon the proposition of M. Bar- 
théelemy Saint-Hilaire, the National Assembly has adopted an amend- 
ment of the law relating to asylums, in virtue of which, where they have 
an Israclitish Consistory, the Israelitish worship will be represented in 
the administration of the asylum.—Archives [sraclites. 


GRAND SynAGoGcue AT PAris.—In consequence of the demand 
made bv the Minister of Religion for 6G0,CO0 franes for the rebuilding 
of the Grand Synagogue, the Consistory of the Seine was invited to 
assemble on Thursday, the 10th of April, in the presence of the commis- 
sioners charged to examine the budget. 


SPOLIATION OF THE JEWs or DurMENACH.—ZJndustricl Alsacien 
says, ‘‘ ‘The demands of the Israelites have been disallowed, and they 
have been condemned to pay the expenses. ‘The judgment thus given 
is contrary to the decision of the public minister, who demanded the 
enforcement of the law of the 3th Vendemaire, and it has very consider- 
ably damped the spirits of the Israelites of Durmenach.”’ | 

The most importaut charges were made by the inhabitants of Dur- 
menach, where the synagorue and seventy-five houses had been first 
pillaged and then destroyed. ‘The objections raised to the demands of 
the Israelites were, that the population of the commune consists of 200 
families, 105 0f whom are Jewish—the National Guard being composed 
in nearly equal proportions of Jews and Catholics; in the Municipal 
Counsel there were, out of twelve members, two Jews, and the mavor 
was a Jew; and that they did not resist—the Christians being in the 
minority—but that at the first fear of violence the heads of the Jewish 
families fled, the mayor being the first to escape. M. Cremieux, whe, 
it will be recollected by our readers, had been charged with the conduct 
of the prosecution, refuted these objections by the same arguments as 
those adopted by the minister, but without being able to induce a more 
favourable decision. We understand the court of Colmar will shortly 
be called upon to repair the error of the first judges. ’ 


PresBpurG, Huncary.—The Jews of this town will gladly join their 
brethren of Durmenach; they have for the last three years been regu- 
larly plundered, and the authorities have taken no ‘steps to protect 
them. We understand, however, that the city will at last be compelled 


to indemnify those who have suffered by these excesses. — Archives 
Israclites. 


_ Tae JEws IN Rome.—We extract the following from the Daily 
A ews of W ednesday last : “‘ So much has been said of late in England 
touching the treatment of Jews by the papal government, that you will 
doubtless be glad to know the exact condition of the Israelitish com- 
— in the city of Rome under the present ecclesiastical régime. 

ow are already aware that the Jews inhabit a narrow and squalid 
quarter of the town termed the Ghetto, which being too small for their 


among the members themselves. 


numbers (about eight thousand souls) keeps them in a painfully crowded 


state; nor are they allowed to dwell in any other part. They are strict] 
prohibited from employing their property in the acquisition of landed or 
real estate, and are forbidden to exercise the nobler professions, Such 
as physic, law, etc.; and the most honorable member of the Jewish 
community is denied that right which is granted to the most abandoned 
catholics, namely, the right of offering his testimony as valid jy " 
civil or criminal suit. With regard to the administration of thoge 
affairs which touch the interests of the whole Jewish commun 
persons are appointed to the office not by the votes of the community 
itself, but at ithe pleasure of the government, so that the Jews, who the 
obliged to pay these officers, have not even the satisfaction of segip 
the administration conducted in a satisfactory manner by men of the; 
own choice. Besides the ordinary taxes to which, in common with the 
catholic inhabitants of the Roman states, the Jews are subjected, they 
have to pay an annual sum of J,000 dollars to the Catecumenj, 4, 
converts from the Israelitish to the Roman catholic religion, two 9; 
three of whom are generally baptised at the baptistery of St, John 
Lateran every Holy Saturday. Another annual sum of 300 dollars jg 
extracted from the community for the benefit of the swore delle cop. 
vertite, a kind of nunnery devoted to the use and instruction of op. 
verts; so that the Jews are obliged, in fact, to give premiums to such of 
their brethren as abandon their faith—a piece of oppression about ag 
unjust as the forcing them to attend, at stated periods of the year, the 
sermons of a catholic preacher, who labours to convert them, in no 
measured terms, and thunders in thew unwilling years the eternal 
chastisement reserved for the ‘ stiff-necked generation!’ 

“It is gratifying, after such a list of hardships, to be able to add that 
the degrading act of homage annually performed at the beginning of 
Carnival by delegates of the Jewish community before the municipality 
of Rome, and concluding with their dismissal by a contemptuous kick 
of the foot on the part of the senator, appears to have been definitely 
abolished since the accession of Pius IX. to the throne.” 


ity, 


EASTON, PENNSYLVAN!IA.—We learn a new congregation has 
been formed in this flourishing town, under the name of * Immannel];-” 
Mr. Michael Putzel is the president. ‘he consecration of the syna- 
gogue is to take place on the Sabbath before the Passover. They 
desire to engacea competent person as minister, to whom, for the place, 
a liberal salary will be allowed.—Occident. 


Monite.—We have seen several letters, in which we find the 
gratifying statement that the people of Mobile are about taking active 
steps to insure the speedy erection of a handsome place of worship; 
and that, when they have succeeded in this, they mean to look out fora 
minister every way qualified to teach and exhort them, and to point out 
to them the way they should go. We trust they may realise their hopes, 
both in the erection of the house of prayer, and the obtainment of an 
individual who may be truly to them a friend and shepherd, who will 
lead them safely, under the cuidance of the Guardian of Israe].—Jhid. 


Curcaco.— We learn that the new synagogue will probably be 
completed early in May, when it is proposed to consecrate it. The 
Rev. Mr. Isaacs has been asked to preach on the occasion, aad we 
are informed that he has accepted the invitation.—Jdid. 


Metsourne, New Sovurn Watres.—Tue Hesrew Peririox.— 
In connection with a meeting held at the Melbourne Synagogue, about 
three weeks since, the following petition was presented to His Honor 
the Superintendent :— 

Zo the Right Honorable Larl Greil, Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

The humble petition of the Members of the Hebrew Faith, resident 

in the City of Melbourne. 

SHEWETH— 

Tuar the members of the Hebrew Faith residing within the City of 
Melbourne, numbering about two hundred souls, learn with sorrow and 
disappointment the refusal of His Excellency the Governor of New 
South Wales to place on the estimates the small sum of Five Hundred 
Pounds, as recommended by the Legislative Council, towards the com- 
pletion of their Synagogue and Minister’s Dwelling. 

That the Jews of Melbourne, considering themselves equally loyal 
subjects of the British Crown, with the rest of their fellow-colonists, 
and contributing alike with them towards the support of the State, deem 
themselves justly entitled to a share of the Revenue raised in this 
colony, to assist them in maintaining their religious establishment. 

That the limited space of the present unfinished Synagogue does not 
afford accommodation to the many individuals professing the Hebrew 
faith, arriving in the colony, and that great exertions have been hithert 
made to erect and maintain the present establishment. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Lordship will take 
the premises into your serious consideration, and direct His Excellency 
Sir Charles Augustus Fitzroy to accede to the unanimous wish of 
entire colony, as expressed by their Representatives (all members 
various Christian denominations) in the Legislative Council. 


And your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray, ete. 
Sept. 26, 1850. 


CONSECRATION OF THE JEWISH SYNAGOGUE AT ADELAID® 
The Jewish Synagogue, Rundle-street, was consecrated on Sept. 6, 185 
in the presence of about fifty of the principal members of the Je 
persuasion. The followers of the “ Old Law,” in this city, have long 
experienced great inconvenience from the absence of a regular place 


worship, and the building under notice was built by subscriptions T™" 
The edifice, it is computes, 
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jodate about sixty persons, and was built by Mr. Soward, of 
Rundle-street, under the superintendence of Mr. Weir, who was the 
architect. It is of the Egyptian order, and has a very neat appearance. 
The interior of the Synagogue is arrayed in the effective manner 
eculiar to our Jewish brethren, and there is nothing gaudy or redundant 
about the decorations. The seats, which have all high backs, are of 
lished cedar—a great improvement upon the cold-looking painted 
aoe in some of our places of worship. The Ark of the Covenant is 
also of polished cedar; the lining is of crimson velvet, and the draperies 
of arich white silk, embroidered with an entablature of pure velvet. 
The arch spanning the ark is inscribed with mottes in gold, and is sur- 
mounted by a richly gilded crown of a beautifully chaste design; the 
ensemble producing an effect at once striking, yet neat. The usual 
ceremonials consequent upon such occasions were gone through— 
Messrs. Lazar, Solomon, and Phillips being the chief officiators in 
Hebrew, and the first-named gentleman and Mr. Judah Solomon in 
English. The splendid service choruses were beautifuly performed, 
ander the direction of Mr. Lazar; and the prayer for her Majesty the 
Queen and the Royal Family was responded to with great fervency. 


accom 


Hambro’ SynacoGcue.— On Saturday last Sin naw’) the 
Rev. the Chief Rabbi attended this synagogue. During the morning 
service the Rev. Doctor delivered a most important and impressive 
lecture, taking his text from Ezekiel xxxvii.3: ‘ And he said unto me, 
Son of man, shall these bones live 2? And I said, O Lord God, thou 
knowest.” The subject was the restoration of Israel. The lecture was 
divided into three portions :— | 

Ist. That the present state of Israel is like to that depicted by the 

rophet. 

2d. The hopes on which the restoration rest; and 

3rd. What is to be done by Israel in the mean time. 

The Rev. Lecturer having fully developed his subject to a crowded 
congregation, concluded with an appropriate prayer. 


Western Synacocue, St. ALBAN’s Priace.—On Friday: last, 
the 2nd day of Passover, Dr. Simon Scheyer delivered a sermon at the 
above Synagogue, after the reading of the law in the morning service, 
taking for his text the Mishna passage of the Hagada: ‘In every 


generation it is incumbent upon the Israelite to look upon himself as if 


he had actually gone forth from Egypt.” After shewing the great 


stress which the law and the tradition lay upon the remembrance of 


the miraculous departure of the Israelites from Egypt, and the 
necessity of preserving the commemoration of that event throughout all 
generations, the lecturer expatiated upon the object of that remem- 
brance, and divided it into three rubrics. 

I. To remind us that God was the Redeemer of Israel, and that 
consequently a ruling Providence directs the destinies of man. 

\l. To remind us of the ultimate purposes of the Redeeming God. 

\ll. To inspire us with the hope that the same God will redeem us 

The lecturer demonstrated the celebration of the Passover, not as 
the anniversary of a victory, because it was not the sword, or any 
physical power which gained them the victory; but it was solely the 
hand of God which wrought the miraculous departure, and the subse- 
quent overthrow of the mighty tyrant and his army. The commemora- 
tion of such an event must therefore necessarily impress upon us the 
existence of a Providence, ruling above the course of nature and 
guiding the fate of man. In the next place, the lecturer explained the 
true character of freedom and slavery, and though our ancestors were 


among the casual poor, to many of whom indiscriminate almsgiving 
proves unfortunately but an iacentive to pauperism, there yet remains 
enough of real want and genuine desert to render it a source of pride to 
this community that their funds have enabled them to relieve the dis- 
tresses and contribute to the enjoyment of their humbler brethren 
during this sacred festival. The synagogue especially has presented 
a gratifying spectacle on all the three preceding days, the attendance 
having been unprecedentedly numerous, and the decorum most becom- 
ing. This latter feature is the more creditable because there has not 
yet been time to arrange perfectly the extra seats for new comers, who 
nevertheless have displayed much forbearance under the present tem- 
porary difficulties, which augurs well for the future discipline of the 
synagogue. The service, moreover, has been conducted with more than 
usual regard to its divine character and tendency; the j{M (reader) of 


the (now defunct) New Snyw (Synagogue), Mr. Dessau, having shared 
a portion of the duties with the established reader, Mr. Kantrowitz. In 


reading the 5$m a modification has been made, at the suggestion of our 
esteemed pastor, Dr. Schiller, which is worthy of mention, because it 
enhances the devotional effect of this sublime formula; the congregation 


make a pause at the end of each Psalm, as in the case of 73273 935, and 
the reader then recites aloud one or two verses up to the conclusion. 
But the most interesting, the most valuable, and the most important 
addition to the ordinary and prescribed ritual, consisted in the discourse 
delivered by our Rev. Pastor, Dr. Schiller, on the second day of MDS 
(Passover).t I have no hesitation in pronouncing this-to have been the 
most eloquent and soul-inspiring among the many sermons we have 
heard from the lips of our gifted preacher; and I deem it fortunate for 
the readers of the Chronicle generally, as well as for those among our 
congregation who could not understand the original German, that, 
through the kind consent of the author, I am enabled to supply to these 
pages a translation from the Rev. Doctor's own hands of this truiy 
impressive discourse. —/'rom a Correspondent, 


Our Frienps 1n Scortanp.—Copies of No. 264 of the Chronicle 
have been forwarded to the under-mentioned gentlemen, pursuant to the 
order of our kind friend Mr. Alexander Espline, viz.:— 


The Very Rev. Principal Haldane, St. Andrews, Scotland. 

The Rev. Dr. Buist, Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University 
of St. Andrews. 

A. F. Mitchell, Esq., A.M., Professor of Hebrew in the University of St. 
Andrews. 

The Very Rev. Principal Lee, Edinburgh. 

David Liston, Esq., Professor of Hebrew in the University of Edinburgh. 

The Very Rev. Principal Macfarlan, Glasgow. 

The Rev. D. H. Weir, Professor of Hebrew in the University of Glasgow, 

The Very Rev. Principal Jack, Kings College, Aberdeen, 

Andrew Scott, Esq., M.A., Professor of lebrew, King’s College, Aberdeen. 

The Very Rev. Principal Dewar, Marischal College, Aberdeen. 

G. G. M‘Lean, Esq., M.D., Professor of Hebrew, Marischal College, Aber- 
deen. 

The Rev. Dr. Wordie, Moderator of the Presbytery of Cupar, Cupar Fife. 

The Rev. Dr. Anderson, Manse of Newburgh. 

Mr. David Landale, Student in Divinity, at Mr. Thomson's, 19, Dandas- 
street, Edinburgh. 

An extra copy to Mr, Espline’s own address. 


Lire leads to the tomb, death to resurrection.—ADdoth iv. 22. 


THE EXODUS. 


Champollion fixes upon the reign of Ramses as the date of the 
departure of the Israelites, and supposes him to have been so much 
occupied with foreign conquests as to have had no opportunity of watch- 
ing the Hebrews in their preparation for removal—a statement which 
does not at all harmonise with the record of the Bible. Sir Gardner 
Wilkinson, on the other hand, fixes on Thothmes III., the fourth reign, 
as the time of the Exodus; contending, however, that this Pharaoh was 
not drowned in the Red Sea, and that the testimony of Scripture does 
not affirm that he was. A much more probable hypothesis is that which 
is brought forward by Osburn, in his ‘‘ Egypt, and her Testimony to 
the Truth,” who places the Exodus under the last monarch of the 
eighteenth dynasty, about whom there is evidence of his not being 
buried with his ancestors in the tomb erected for his use—a fact quite 
in harmony with the interpretation of the Bible, which affirms him to 
have been drowned in the Red Sea. That no traces are to be found on 
the monumental inscriptions of the plagues with which God visited the 
Egyptians is not to be wondered at, when we consider the national 
vanity of the people, and their subjection to the influence of the priests, 
who would scarcely permit the record of their own discomfiture to be 
inscribed on their own temples. The coincidences between the inspired 
history and the disclosures of the monuments are numerous and import- 


liberated from Egyptian bondage, they had not yet acquired that general 
and internal state of freedom, which enables man te sway the sceptre of his 
spiritual life. Truly, free nations and individuals only are where they 
emaneipate their minds from the sensual desires of the body; and this 
eMancipation can only be gained by a submission to the will and 
ordinances of the Supreme Being. ‘The ultimate purpose of the 
redemption from Egypt therefore was, the revelation of his word on 
Sinai, and the inculeating of moral and religious doctrines, such as 
constituted the real freedom of Israel, : 
rhe third and last object was, the lecturer said, that we may always, 
wever prosperous we may be in other countries, look to Jerusalem 
and a future redemption for the consummation of Israel; and the 
world’s happiness—when all nations will be guided by the light of the 
Only God. And the celebration of the Egyption redemption inspires 
~ with hopes, that such an event will take place, when Israel will 
Scome the light of nations, and manifest God’s salvation to the end of 
the earth, 
A brief and appropriate prayer concluded the sermon, which was 
‘ened to with much attention. Allowance was made by the congre- 
the deficiency in the pronunciation, the lecturer having been 
* Short time comparatively in this country, and this having been his 
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rst attempt to lecture in the Enclish | ant. It is evident, that towards the conclusion of the eighteenth 
; giish language; besides, the good . ; 
rob. and the well digested discourse, compensated in a alas dynasty, Egypt from some causes experienced a remarkable decline in 


for the imperfections of pronunciation, which no people are prosperity and strength, not to be accounted for by circumstances of 


ith the Exodus of 
with greater indulgence than the English._—/rom a of sufficient 
importance seriously to have affected the condition nation. 
UANCHESTER, April 20th, 5611 The amal By the mighty power of the God of the Hebrews, bhe idulattous pres 

— between the two congregations of this town, and already re- hood were overwhelmed with shame and put to silence, in the land and 


in your pages, presence of their idols, and in 

PY Consequences which result from uni d d. The chasit- || Weelth of the nation was diminished ; the ets d 

prior to the current festival never so | Egyptian families were in one night destroyed ney 

regret ee as on this occasion; and though it is a subject of | of the law) te the 
the applicants have been this year so numerous, especially 


has not failed to be productive of some of those 


' This was immediately after returning the 771 720 (scrolls 
(ark). 
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slaves and captives departed laden with the riches of their oppressors; | 


and to complete the national catastrophe, the king and his host, his 
chariots, and choice warriors, perished in a vain attempt to pursue the 
Israelites through the channel of the Red Sea. From such a calamity 
as this the nation, though mighty and full of substance, would not 
recover in a short time; and there is some reason to think that the old 
enemies of Egypt, the race of the shepherds, took advantage of these 
events to make a second irruption into the Egyptian territory, and to 
resume for a short period dominion over Egypt. This fact may be 
regarded as somewhat doubtful, but it is not destitute of historical 
testimony in its favour. In case it is to be admitted as a matter of 
history, the second triumph of the shepherds was short, and the 
Egyptians were not long in rallying their weakened forces in sufficient 
strength once more to repel the invaders.—Ancient Egypt: its monu- 
ments and history. 
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BIRTH, 


At Wavertree, near Liverpool, on the 18th inst,, the lady of John Simon, Esq., Bar- 
rister-at-Law, of a Son. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

M. D. L. (Liverpool)—The “ Vision” is declined, 

Glasgow —There can be no second opinion that the conduct of the party complained 
against in the letter of our respected correspondent was most disgraceful, and ought 
not to be tolerated ina place appointed for Divine worship, We cannot, however, 
take on ourselves the office of Chief Rabbi; the complaint ought to be laid before 
him, and we have no doubt he would consider it his bounden duty to investigate the 
matter, and give an impartial judgment, Will our correspondent allow us to place 
his letter before the Chief Rabbi ! 

Philo—We decline to make this journal the medium of attack on the religion of the 
majority of the people of this country. 

Accepted —* The Three Sects of Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes,”’ Translated from 
the original Hebrew of De Ressi’s ory wn, by Michaelis Silberstein. 

Received —* History of the Jews in Great Britain,’’? by the Rev. Moses Margoliouth 
(Richard Bentley); “ London and its Vicinity” (John Wealc); “ Jewish Perse- 
verance,”” by M, Lissack, Bedford. 


Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific 
Institution, 
SUSSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET. 
LECTURE, 
Tuurspay EvENING NExT, May Ist, at Half-past 8 o’clock, 


Mr. GEORGE BUCKLAND, 
On Old English and Patriotic Music; with Vocal Illustrations. 
Admission, Members’ Friends, 6d.; Non-Members, Is. 
SUBSCRIPTION{TO THE INsTITUTION 20s, AND 30s, PER ANNUM, 


MORRIS 8S. OPPENHEIM, Secretary. 


Western Synagogue, St. Alban’s Place, St,James’s. 
HE Committee of Management herewith give notice, thata Reader, to officiate 
also as a Lecturer, is required by this Congregation. and that the office of 
Secretary is also vacant. Particulars of Salary, etc., to be obtained of Mr. I. A. 
Levy, Secretary pro tem., at the Synagogue Chambers, St. Albans’-place, between 6 
and 7 o'clock every Evening. 
No Candidate is eligible whose age exceeds forty years. 


ij—Jews’ Hospital, Mile End. 


For the Support of the Aged, and for the Education and Employment of Youth. 
HE ANNIVERSABY DINNER in aid of the Funds of this Institution will 
take place on Tuesday, the 17th of June next, at the London Tavern. 
SIR ANTHONY DE ROTHSCHILD, Bart., President, in the Chair. 
(By order) S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


Contract for Clothing. 
HE House Committee of the Jews’ Hospital sre open to Contract for the Supply 
of Clothing. For particulars and form of Tenders apply to the House Steward, 


any Morning, from 12 till 2, at the House, Mile-end Road, on or before the 28th 
instant. 


Contract for Coals. 


HE House Committee of the Jews’ Hospital are ready to receive Tenders for the 


supply of Coals. For particulars and Forms apply to the House Steward, at 
the Institution, Mile End, on or before the 27th inst. 


institution for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of 
the Jewish Persuasion. 
A M. 5580—1819. 
HE Committee of Management give notice, that they have declared Vacancies 


for Two Pensioners, which will increase the number of Recipients to Twenty- 


five. Forms of Petition (which must be returned on or before Sunday, the | ith of 
May) may be obtained from 


S. SOLOMON, Sec. 
37, Duke-street, Aldgate. 


| Wanted, 
N EXPERIENCED GOVERNESS, to Instruct a Family from the ages of 
5 to 14 years. 


Address, with full particulars, to L. L. 28, Finsbury-square, London. 


Miebrew and English Academy, 


By MOSES COHEN, 
3, Tilley Street, Tenter Ground, Spitalfields. 

N returning sincere thanks for past favours, M. C. begs most respectfully to 
inform his Patrons and the Jewish Public in general, that the chief feature of 
School consists in providing a sound Classical Education of the highest order, 

at such terms as most persons will be able to meet ; the course of Instruction com- 
me the Hebrew Language, taught grammatically, according to the German and 
nish methods. Arithmetic and English Writing taught by a competent Teacher; 
the Pupils being requested to prepare at home the Lessons for each succeeding day, 
‘80 that the time hitherto spent in that branch will he more properly engaged in 
other studies. Pupils may enter either Quarterly, Monthly, or Weekly, according 
to Ce oe re-opens on Monday next, the 28th instant. 
Wy - Evening School kept from 6 till 9 o'clock, P.M. 


owing to the increase of their Establishment, they have taken the above spaciogs 
Premises, with Delightful Gardens and large Airy Rooms, including a Warm and (py 
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JEws’ ORPHAN ASYLUM, 
Estasiisuep A.M, 5591—1831. 


HE ANNIVERSARY DINNER in aid of the Charity will take place at th 
Lonpon TAVERN, BisnopsGATE-sTREET, on Wednesday, the 30th of 


A 
PEEL, Esq., M.P., inthe 
President. 
Josern Sepa, Esq. 


1851. 
FREDERICK 


Vice-President. 
Lawrence Levy, Esq. 


Treasurer, 
SAMUEL Moses, Esq, 


Dinner on Table at Five for Six o'clock. 


Tickets, One Guinea Each, may be had upon application to the Stewar 
the London Tavern ; and of J. Dias, Esq., Hon. Sec., at the Office of 
Tenter Ground, Goodman’s Fields. 


ds, or g 
the Asylum, 


Congregation of Portsmouth, 
ANTED a person competent to undertake the offices of Reader, Secreta, 
Teacher, and Mohel. Applications, with Testimonials, to be forthwith 
made to the Honorary Secretary, Mr. John Edwards, 20, The Hard, Portseg. 
Salary One Hundred and Four Pounds per Annum, with a House to live jp 
Rent Free. 
No application wil] be attended to after the 11th of May ensuing. 


Jesmond Villa, Walham Green, Fulham. 
Establishment for Young Ladies. 
HE MISSES MILLINGEN beg to inform their Friends and the Public, that, 


Bath, and every requisite for such an Establishment. Trusting by strict attention 4 
the Pupils entrusted to their care to merit a continuance of future favours, the Misses 
M. are determined, in their Establishment, to abolish the general practice of giyj 
long vacations, which must be injurious to the improvement of the Pupils, and therefor: 
give only One Month's Holiday during the Y ear. 

Terms :—- 

Including Hebrew (Mr, Joseph, Secretary of the West-end Synagogue, Teacher), French, 
Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, History, and Plain and Ornamental Needle. 
work - - - - - 

Under Eight Years’ - - - s 

Extras :— 

Music, per Quarter - - ‘8 oe l 

Drawing - - - 1 1 O} German - 

Dancing - - 1 Italian pa - - | 

The Misses Millingen take this opportunity of returning their thanks to their Friend 
and the Public in general for their kind patronage, and hope by their continued exer. 
tions to deserve it. Vacancies for Two or Three Boys from Five to Right Years of age, 

N.B. The Vacation terminates on the 28th of April. 


26 Guineas per Annum, 


21_—s ditto ditto, 


Singing, per Quarters - 
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MAW HOUSE, GRAVESEND. 


Preparatory Establishment for y se Gentlemen,and Ladies’ Finishing 
cademy. 


onducted by Mrs. and the Misses CRAWCOUR, who beg to announce to the 


Jewish Community that their Establishment re-opens on the 18th May, 185! 
—16th Eyor, 5611. 


CLARK’S LAMPS ARE THE BEST. 


HE METROPOLITAN 

LIGHT COMPANY have 
now all their Lamps perfected 
Their immense business speak 
volumes for the good quality of 
their goods. 

The Diamonp Lamp is the 
most simple, the most eco 
nomical, and the best of al 
Lamps. 

The Peart Canpix Last 
is worth a hundred other Cat 
dle Lamps to the customer. Any persoa 


Lamps can be altered to the Dramonp pn 
ciple. 


Clark’s Camps 

Are the best the world has yet produced. 
This is a bold assertion, but it cannot be 
contradicted; and all who want Lamp 
should remember this. After this notie 
the Public will only have themselves to blame 
if they purchase the common Solar or 
Lamps. 

N.B. Prices and Designs sent per Post ® 
application. 


PLEASE WRITE DOWN THE ADDRESS 


This is a Caution to the Public, to preves 
persons going to the wrong Establ 7 
and thereby having Lamps sold them that 


bad in principle, and which are imposed 
| the Public as the Dramonv Lamr- of 
: You can only buy Good Lamps © 


Metropolitan Light Company; 

Strand, next door to the Electri¢ Tel 
graph Company, and exactly 

Warren's Blacking Warehouse. 


| 
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